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“Being the Best in the West!”

I trust your summer is going well! We’ve had a very busy one that included lots of travel and meet-
ings. One of the things that I learned early on in ministry is to learn how to balance your time between
work and play. | must confess however that | haven’t done much playing this summer, not even time to go
fishing. Thus, I’m speaking to myself as well as other clergy families when | say take time out for play, re-
laxation and just vacating from work. When we do this we are able to see things from a much better per-
spective. In the Gospel according to Mark 6, there were a lot of things going on in the lives of the disciples.
Jesus goes back to his hometown to preach. He gives a great message but in the same breath the people cut
him down with ridicule. Jesus calls the twelve and sends them out to do ministry. During this same period,
they lose a very dear supporter and friend, John the Baptist. They mourn the loss and give John a decent
burial. You can imagine that they are tired and weary.

And then the words of refreshment and encouragement appear: “The apostles then rendezvoused
with Jesus and reported on all that they had done and taught. Jesus said, ‘Come off by yourselves; let's take
a break and get a little rest.” For there was constant coming and going. They didn't even have time to eat.”

I trust in the midst of our work that we will take a break and get a little rest! I look forward to see-
ing you soon.

Earl

DON'T From the Ground Up
FORGET 2007

A growing ministry of the
‘ Texas Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church

LAY LEADERSHIP TRAINING
Christ Church in College Station
August 11 8am-4:30pm
For information and to register go to
www.layleaders.net
Or
Call the West District Office
979-696-8962

West District
Conference

3:00pm

Life Center
College Station

Message by Rev. Floyd Polk

Choir

Sunday, September 16

A&M UMC’s Christian

Special Music by A&M UMC Chancel



Conference Connections
The Gathering

Maklng ConneCt 1018 September 26 & 27-noon to noon

(formerly called the Service Center Tour)

Sunday, October 14, 2007 The Gathering is an opportunity for the Elders, Dea-
Christ UMC cons, Associate Members, and Local Pastors of the
Texas Annual Conference to come together for 24
2:30pm-4:30pm hours of renewal, relaxation and conversation. Closer
Workshops for laity and clergy! relationships between and among clergy members of

Characteristics of Growing Congregations ||| our conference is one of the chief ways that the unique
Trends in Health Care “Connection” of our church is fostered and maintained.
Clergy Compensation
Apportionments
Local Church Payroll Special Guest Kenn Kington, Christian Comedian
Helping Candidates for Ordained Ministry
When Your Church is Ready to Build Bishop Janice Riggle Huie
Local Church Fiscal Controls
Personal Financial Planning
Local Church Communications
Holy Conversations in the Local Church Schedule and registration forms are available at
www.txcumc.org

Passionate Worship with Dr Marcia McFee

Cokesbury will have a display of materials and
books.

Texas . .
Needs 4

Flood
Buckets! 57
Malaria Rills over 1 million kids a year.

Southwest Texas Conference is re- For just o .
questing as many flood buckets as pos- | $10 we can buy a net, distribute it to a
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sible. For more information go to the family and educate them on its use. You
Partners In Mission (PIM) website can save a family. Send your donations
www.PartnersInMission.org and to the West District or the Texas Annual

click on the Mission Catalog to the right | Conference. Put “Nothing But Nets” on
side of the page. Here you will find all the check memo

the information for flood bucket con-
tents. When you have completed your
flood buckets please call the PIM office
713-521-9383 ext 316 to find out how
to distribute them.



West District News

Retired Clergy/Spouse Meeting
Monday, August 20
At
Abuelo’s Restaurant
840 University Drive East
College Station
11:30am

Call Pat Atmar if you need more information.

Sunday, August 19

6:00pm
Christ UMC in College Station
Call James Faith (979) 690-4673

Choir Director

First United Methodist Church, Caldwell is look- to sign up to sing!

ing for a part-time Choir Director for worship on Blue Bell Ice Cream and Fellowship at
Sunday mornings with rehearsals on Wednesday the conclusion of Hymn Sing!

evenings. Experience with traditional worship as Clergy & Candidate Mentors

well as having an interest in contemporary music
There will be a training on August 18 from 10-12 at

is preferred. Salary commensurate with trainin
P y g the district office in College Station. This training will

and experience. Contact Pastor Todd Jordan at include the changes that the Conference Board has
979-567-3778 or tjordan@airplexus.com for de- requested we follow. We are seeking to keep you in-

_ formed about the expectations and requirements for
tails or send resumes to 306 W. Fox, Caldwell, effective ministry. Please make every attempt to at-

Texas 77836. tend. RSVP to the District office by August 15.

Blessings,
Danny Barrett & Nita Newman
Mentor co-chairs

2007 District Apportionments
As of August 7, 68 of our eighty eight churches in the West District have paid their apportionments in
FULL!! Thank you so much. An additional 8 have paid a part of their 2007 District Apportionments. If
your church is part of the 12 who have not started paying, we ask you to please remember that the District
cannot function without your help.
Those who have paid in full are: Yarborough Chapel, Shiro, Bellville, Bremond Grace, Sneed Memorial,
Mt. Zion, Pleasant Grove in Brenham, Richard Grove, FUMC Brenham, Wesley in Bryan, FUMC Bryan,
FUMC Caldwell, St James in Bremond, St Paul’s in Calvert, Maysfield, Chappell Hill, Major’s Chapel, St
Paul in Chilton, Satin, FUMC Centerville, A&M, Aldersgate, Christ, Cooks Point, Jewett, Donie, Elwood,
Franklin, Gause, Paige, Grace in Hearne, FUMC Hempstead, Lynn Grove, Kosse, Reagan, Farris Chapel,
St Paul in Huntsville, St Luke’s in Huntsville, Wesley in Huntsville, Leona, Evans Chapel, Lexington,
Blue, Lott, Hillary Chapel, Two Mile, FUMC Madisonville, Davis Chapel, FUMC Marlin, Cedar Springs,
Milano, Chriesman, Millican, Lee Tabernacle, Pleasant Grove in Navasota, Stonehamville, Anderson,
FUMC Normangee, Flynn, Bay’s Chapel, Stonham, St. John’s in Rockdale, FUMC Somerville, Friend-
ship, Pleasant Retreat, Springseat, St Matthew, and Wheelock.



