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Lots of Thanks … and a Look Ahead 
So much has happened over the past couple of months, it is difficult to know where to 
begin this article.  We had a wonderful Christmas party at Normangee.  Our whole district 
family owes the Rev. Danny Barrett and his folks a big thanks for their hard work and 
hospitality in hosting this event. 
The West District has once again shown its heart of generosity by underwriting all 
Conference apportionments in full.  I am especially grateful to all of our pastors and 
churches who at considerable sacrifice made the commitment to fully fund their 
apportionments this year.  In addition, our district family owes several congregations an 
added debt of thanks, as they came through with extra gifts to help us reach this milestone.  
So far, the list includes Bellville, College Station A&M, Caldwell, Gause, Flynn, 
Huntsville First, Huntsville St. Paul, Hempstead Bethlehem, Marquez, FUMC Brenham, 
Rockdale St. John’s and Somerville.  Both the Sam Houston and A&M Wesley 
Foundations also contributed, as did several individuals.  This has truly been a group effort 
and it is a tremendous accomplishment.  According to what I have been told, this marks the 
eleventh consecutive year that our district (and previously the Bryan District) have met this 
goal. 

This is a time of change for us in the district office.  For personal reasons (hopefully not 
including a lousy boss!) both Priscilla Wright and Marylyn Green will be leaving us in the 
weeks ahead.  We will be seeking to fill both of their positions right away.  Priscilla and 
Marylyn have been a real blessing to us in the district.  They not only have done their jobs 
very capably, but have been a joy to work with.  We will miss both of them greatly, and 
will pray for them as they move to new phases of their lives. 
A quick word on three upcoming events.  First, I hope everyone is planning to bring folks 
to the Lead Institute, scheduled for the afternoon of January 25th at College Station A&M 
UMC.  Dr. Zan Holmes will be our keynote speaker for the event, which will also feature a 
number of helpful workshops for your church leaders.  This will be an outstanding 
opportunity for everyone – do plan to attend. 
On Monday, February 2nd, Bishop Janice Riggle Huie will be in the district to share about 
the new procedures and priorities for clergy appointment-making.  Our full-time pastors 
will want to attend this meeting, and bring representatives from your SPR Committees, as 
well as Lay Leaders.  This gathering will take place at 3:00 p.m. at Bryan First UMC. 
Finally, I am pleased to announce that we are planning a very special retreat for our district 
clergy this spring.  The dates will be May 6-7 (Wednesday-Thursday), and the retreat will 
be held at Camp Allen.  Our resource speaker will be the Rev. Bob Sewell, founder of 
SonScape Re-Creation Ministries.  SonScape is located in Colorado and for years has 
offered wonderful spiritual retreat experiences for pastors.  Bob will be focusing upon the 
difficult issues that clergy face, as well as how we nurture our spiritual lives.  This will be a 
fine experience for our ministers – more information will be coming to you soon about it. 

Whew!  That’s it for now.  Thanks again for being such a great district!  See you soon  

Yours in Christ, 

Joe Fort 
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Host Church 
May 24 - 27, 2009 

The Woodlands UMC 
2200 Lake Woodlands Dr. 

The Woodlands, TX 77380 
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Host Hotel 
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1601 Lake Robbins 
The Woodlands, TX 77380 
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