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Seek God

“Seek God, not happiness” — this is the fundamental rule of all
meditation. If you seek God alone, you will gain happiness: that is its promise.
(from Life Together, by Dietrich Bonhoeffer)

Bonhoeffer’s words have so many applications for our spiritual lives and
for ministry. How many of us try to find happiness without God? It is something
we do all the time. We imagine all sorts of pursuits in life will make us happy
and many of them have little or nothing to do with the Lord.

The same could be said for the ideas of meaning and fulfillment. It may
sound nobler to be seeking fulfillment in life, as opposed to mere happiness, but if
this is an objective sought without God then it is fruitless.

How often in life and in the Church do we replace the word “happiness”
in this quote with that of “success?” We try to make a name for ourselves —
amount to something — and yet do it with God marginalized. We want our
churches to appear successful. We think this is the key to attracting persons.

And yet many of our programs could be done in a non-Christian organization just
as easily as they are done by our congregations. We are seeking success, not
God.

The message above is that to seek and to know God is the only means in
life to receiving these other gifts. Happiness, fulfillment, peace, and all other
good things come as blessings springing out of an abiding relationship with the
Lord. Only God can give them to us. We cannot obtain them for ourselves using
other devices. “But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these
things will be given to you, as well.” (Matthew 6: 33)

Yours in Christ,

Joe W. Fort, Jr.
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DISTRICT CLERGY MEETING
JANUARY 7

Our pastors are urged to attend a gathering for district clergy on
Thursday, January 7%, at the First United Methodist Church in
Somerville. The time of the meeting will be 2:00 p.m. Our District
Superintendent, the Rev. Joe Fort, has several important items to
discuss with our pastors at this time. We will also welcome Dr. Von
Dawson, Superintendent of Lakeview Conference Center, to the
meeting. Pastors, please make every effort to attend.
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EZEKIEL’S BONES:

Rekindling Your Congregation’s Spiritual Passion

A Workshop
with the Reverend Bill Kemp

Tuesday, February 16
9a.m.—3 p.m.

Christ United Methodist Church
College Station Rev. Bill Kemp

Clergy and laypersons are invited to hear Bill Kemp, author of Ezekiel’s Bones, teach
important concepts from his book. The themes of prayer, scripture, witness, and worship
will be lifted up as keys to recovering a congregation’s “spiritual passion.” Rev. Kemp will
offer specific insights for large and small membership churches, in dedicated teaching blocks.

Cost: $15 per participant--includes a box lunch

EZERIEL'S ; For reservations, contact Tammy in the District Office:

BONES &2 _
tgilts@txcumc.org or 979-696-8962

BILLREND Registration deadline is February 11

Child care will not be available
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