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  RECOVERING YOUR CHURCH’S  
SPIRITUAL PASSION 

 At the recent District Picnic we distributed books to the active clergy 
present.  The books were written by Bill Kemp, a United Methodist pastor, and 
were entitled Ezekiel’s Bones.  I was given a copy of this book several months 
ago and found it to be very helpful.  Kemp focuses on the issue of a 
congregation’s “spiritual passion.”  All other things being equal, it is the lack of 
spiritual passion that usually translates into a church being lifeless.  The reality is 
that this factor will define lifelessness in all sizes of congregations.  A church 
that averages fifteen in worship can possess spiritual passion and be vibrant.  A 
church that averages fifteen hundred in worship can be devoid of spiritual 
passion and be little more than a big circus. 
 Kemp does define several key items that contribute to spiritual passion in 
a congregation.  These are not mysterious and translate roughly into the kinds of 
things we have been talking about at the Conference level.  You know them:  
meaningful worship, prayer, evangelism (especially personal), hands-on 
missions, etc.  Every church, large or small, has to be hitting the mark on such 
matters in order to have some level of vitality.   
 I urge you to pray about your congregations’ level of spiritual passion.  
Perhaps a starting point is for the pastor and a few laypersons simply to begin 
praying about this.  There is no telling where the Lord might lead you. 

      Yours in Christ,   

       Joe W. Fort 

Annual District Hymn Sing & Ice Cream Social 
Sunday, August 16 at 6:00 p.m. 

Christ United Methodist Church College Station 
 

All churches are welcome to send your choir, ensemble or soloist. In order 
to allow time for congregational singing, there is a one song limit per 
church. If you are coming, please contact James Faith at 979-690-4673 or 
jamesfaith@christ-umc.org and provide the following information:   
   Name of Church & Contact Person 
   Name of Group & Musical Selection 
Bring your congregation to enjoy great music, fellowship and Blue Bell ice 
cream. Mark your calendars!  



“From the Ground Up”  
District Emphasis 

 

We are urging every church in the West District to 
sponsor a basic “From the Ground Up” campaign, 
culminating in an emphasis Sunday at the end of August.  
Brochures and directions were offered for this at the 
District Picnic.  Our goal is to simply put the word out to 
our folks about the positive value of “From the Ground 
Up”.  Brochures are still available at the District Office.  
Please pick your church’s up, if you have not done so 
already.  Also, get a copy of the campaign directions. It 
is very simple, but will make a difference! 

Missional Excellence Team  
Grant Deadline—August 30 

 

The (DMET) District Missional Excellence Team has made a few changes in the way we 
receive requests for grants.  You can access the forms on the district website and download 
them. The major difference is the deadline for submitting the forms, August 30. New this 
year—we would like a project report including a DVD, if possible. We hope to make a 
presentation of our projects for the District Conference and/or Charge Conferences. As before, 
grants may vary from $500-$1500. If you have questions, please call John Warren at  
512-446-5853 or email jwrevitup@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
For information on:   Cote d’Ivoire Teams Forming for 2010 
                  Houston/Galveston Hurricane Recovery Update 
                  Touch Tobago 
                   Eastern Europe/Balkans Initiative 
Go online:  txcumc.org/click on “Missions” in top toolbar/click on Partners In Mission  




