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"Being the Best in the West"

I'm sitting in the Los Angeles airport at the time of writing this
newsletter article. It's 4:44 a.m. and I'm waiting to catch a 6:00 a.m. flight to
Albuquerque, New Mexico. My, how time has flown since the beginning of
the New Year. | had no open days during the entire month of February.
However, I'm learning to see each day as a gift and a blessing from God. The
daily Lenten devotionals have strengthened my inner being during stressful
time in meetings, interviews and travel. It's amazing that as | spend more
time meditating on God’s word, the more I'm able to go through the daily
stress of life without stressing out. I'm learning to take time out each day to
listen to and for God's word. | was reminded this morning that “they that
wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings
like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not
faint" [Isaiah 40:31]. | believe the writer of Isaiah wanted to assure God's
people of comfort and help during stressful times.

My prayer for us all during this Lenten and Easter season is that we
spend time listening to and for God's word in life. | truly believe that then we
can be all that God intends us to become, nothing short of being God's best.

May God bless and keep you as we not only experience the death of
Christ, but also celebrate the resurrection of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ.
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number of lay members and clergy members in the
annual conference with a guarantee of representation
by at least one lay and one clergy.

Fort Worth, Texas
Apr. 23-May 2, 2008
Ft. Worth
Convention Center
1201 Houston St.

Ft. Worth, TX 76102

The conference revises The Book of Discipline (book of
church law) and Social Principles and adopts
resolutions on current moral, social, public policy and
economic issues. It also approves plans and budgets
for church wide programs for the next four years.




ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2008
HAVE YOU PRE REGISTERED?

All clergy, clergy spouses and laity
delegates to the Texas Annual
Conference should register online
through our new system. You
should have received an e-mail
with your username and password,
which can be used to login at
http://www.txcumc.org/webview.

Small grants are now available from
the West District Missional
Excellence Team. Grants will
typically range from $500-$1500 for
churches needing help with building
projects, seed money for outreach
programs, assistance with mission
trips, or other outside the budget
projects.

Grant Request Forms will be sent
out to hub leaders during the second
week of March.

Forms should be completed and sent
to the West District Office, 526
University Dr. Bldg C, College Station,
TX 77840 no later than April 30™

Forms are also available on the
District website.
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Living Gracefully in a Fishbowl
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: West District Pastor’s Retreat :
% April 21 - 22, 2008
: Camp Allan :
* Navasota, Texas *
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Cost is $90 - Due Date: January 27
after January 27 - S95 per person

Make checks payable to West District Retreat

Send to Registrar: Rev. Karen Williams
4902 State Hwy 21 E
Caldwell, TX 77836-6555
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Pre - Conference Meeting
for all Clergy, District, Local &
Alternate Church Delegates
to the Annual Conference

will be held on

Wednesday, May 7, 2008
7:00 pm
A&M United Methodist Church
Christian Life Center
College Station, TX







