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The Voice Going Out Through All the Earth

The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims
his handiwork. Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares
knowledge. There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard.
Yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the

world. (Psalm 19: 1-4, NRSV)

The psalm begins beautifully, acknowledging the majesty of creation:
“the heavens are telling the glory of God and the firmament proclaims his
handiwork.” The psalmist goes on to say that despite God’s speech pouring out
day to day, “there is no speech, nor are there words.” What an interesting
statement! To me, this is simply a reminder of the difference between the
Lord’s still, small voice and our noisy, empty voices.

Human speech is abundant — too abundant. The chatter is everywhere.
It comes from other people, and is constantly bombarding us in other forms —
printed material, television, radio, etc. As incessant as this bombardment is, it
seldom has much depth to it. It is just sound, but is devoid of much meaning.

Surrounded by such noise, it is easy to wall ourselves off from the sound
of God’s voice. It is calling to us every day, but we are tuned out. We cannot
distinguish it above the din of the world’s voices. Yet it is there. Paul says it,
as the Holy Spirit, approaches us with “sighs too deep for words.”

If we are determined to be open to this voice, what does it share with
us? The psalmist says that knowledge is declared to us. This is knowledge of
the things of God ... grace and truth. Such knowledge, unlike the world’s
voices, has the power to lift us into a redeemed life. It has the capacity to help
us experience the being of God. Nothing of this earth can do that. Only the
Word going to the end of the world can accomplish it.

Yours in Christ,

e stort



District Welcomes Two New Assistants

(see last page of newsletter for Debbie and Tammy’s greeting)

The West District is happy to welcome two new faces to the district office on University Drive. Both
of our capable assistants, Priscilla Wright and Marylyn Green, had to resign their positions because of moving
outside of the area. We are grateful to both of them for the fine service that they rendered to our district
family.

Taking Priscilla’s place as Administrative Assistant is Debbie Keim. Debbie held a similar position at

A&M UMC in College Station. She brings considerable experience to our district, and we are fortunate to
have a person of her caliber stepping into the job. She even knows quite a lot about the Dove system already!

Marylyn’s successor in the Office Assistant position is Tammy Gilts. Tammy’s regular hours will be
nine to three, and she will hold down receptionist duties in addition to doing general support staff work. We
welcome both Debbie and Tammy to the district office and look forward to working with them in the future.
Now if the bishop will only do something about their crazy boss ...

Retired Ministers Monthly Social Hosts
Third Monday at Noon

March 16 Sam and Beverly Duree (At Chappell Hill—see note below)
April 20 Carroll and Ann Fancher

May 18 D. Harral and Rita Dunnam

June 15 W. Morris and Mary House

July 20 Lee and Jeannine Lamb

August 17 Huntsville Group

September 21 Dan and Joyce Louis

October 19 Ileen McCullar and Bob and Violet Waters

November 16 Lawrence and Mary Margaret Smith

December 21 John and Betty Greening and Gerald and Pat Atmar

Note from Sam and Beverly Duree

The West District retirees will meet at Chappell Hill UMC on Monday, March 16, at 11:30 for lunch. After
lunch, the museum by the church will be open for us to visit. We will conclude with dessert at our home just
three miles away. Chappell Hill is on Highway 290, 12 miles west of Hempstead. At the traffic light, turn
north and go into town. Turn right at the Providence Baptist Church, across from Beavers Restaurant. This
road will take you a couple of blocks to the church. Park across the street in the open around the white house
that is the church office. If you are unable to attend, please let us know, as we need to give a number to the
UMW who are preparing our lunch. The meal will be around $8, no tax or tip! We don't have everyone's e-
mail address, so let those close to you know where we will be meeting. Looking forward to seeing each of




District Clergy Retreat May 6-7

The West District is pleased to announce a very special retreat for our clergy on May 6-7, to be
held at Camp Allen near Navasota. We will be focusing upon difficult issues that clergy face in the
ministry and the challenges of our personal lives. We will also discuss how each of us can have a
stronger daily emphasis upon spiritual formation.

It is our privilege to announce that the Rev. Bob Sewell, founder of SonScape Re-creation
Ministries will be the resource person for the West District Retreat. Rev. Sewell, an ordained United
Methodist pastor, has carried on a unique and very helpful ministry to clergy families for over twenty
years. He and his wife Sandy were the developers of the SonScape Retreat Center near Colorado
Springs. You will find his leadership of this special time away to be most meaningful to your ministry,
as well as to your personal life.

Our music leader for the retreat will be Gary Showalter, Director of Music Ministry at
Kingwood United Methodist Church. Gary will at times during the retreat present special music, and
will also help to lead our group singing.

Please watch your mail for the brochure that will come in the days ahead. We are looking
forward to this being a truly wonderful district retreat.

District Leadership Discuss Organizational Revision

Our West District Steering Team (DST) and Connectional Team (DCT) have both held discussions
during recent weeks as to how our District organizational structure might become more streamlined. The cur-
rent “DST” and “DCT” alignment was brought forward in an attempt to anticipate the structural changes that
took place at the Annual Conference level a couple of years back.

At this juncture, it is our leaders’ view that we can do some fine-tuning to bring our district structure
somewhat more in line with what has been emerging structurally in several of the other districts. To this end,
the proposal being studied would be to move forward with a single district overseeing committee, rather than
the DST and DCT combination. The single committee would be known as the District Leadership Team
(DLT). Its membership would be comprised of a slightly enlarged version of our current District Steering
Committee, with a few added members to insure that all of our nine “Hub” areas would have representation. It
has been suggested that this new single body would likely meet every other month.

Both the DST and DCT have agreed in principal to this idea. Over the weeks ahead the proposal, in-
cluding any new members, will be fleshed out completely. The plan is to bring it to a district vote on the eve-
ning of May 20", at a called District Conference. This meeting will immediately proceed the Annual Confer-
ence delegates’ briefing that has been scheduled for the evening at Navasota 1% UMC.
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Clergy Spouse Conference Luncheon

Rachel Norris, "The Potter" of Joy Pottery in Bryan, will be the Texas Conference
Clergy Spouse Association’s 2009 lunch speaker! Rachel has shared her amazing
faith story all over the country. While speaking, she creates a beautiful piece of
pottery. Scheduled for Monday, May 25, this traditional event during Annual
Conference offers spouses of clergy a time to catch up with friends, celebrate life
events and be inspired. Tickets are $15.00 and will be available from Tammy in
the District Office (696-8962) beginning March 1. Don't delay in getting your
ticket, as this popular event sells out quickly. Confidential scholarships are available upon request from our
luncheon chair, lanthe Shelton ikshelton@aol.com.

The West District CET (Congregational Excellence Team) extends a big thank you to our host church,
A&M UMC, to workshop leaders, and to each of you who attended L.E.A.D. Institute January 25th. More
than 350 clergy and laity gathered to hear Dr. Zan Holmes preach and enjoy a great afternoon of training,
worship and fellowship. We hope that included YOU. Thanks to everyone who helped to make the day so

successful. Ellen Willett

Restorative Justice Conference

All are invited to explore risk taking mission on your doorstep! Opportunity abounds helping victims
of crime, families of the incarcerated, or the incarcerated themselves. The 14 state prisons in the West
District represent a huge mission field without much travel.

The Conference will be at A&M UMC, 417 University Drive, College Station on Saturday, April 25,
from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The cost is $25 per person, unless four or more are from the same church, then
the cost is only $20. To register contact Mort Kothmann at m-kothmann@tamu.edu or 979-229-7410.

Please pray about coming. Bishop Huie calls for all congregations to be involved in Restorative
Justice.







