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The Church’s Mission: A World That Is Lost

To put it more fully, the Church’s mission is to reach out to a world that is
lost without a profound knowledge of the grace of God offered by Jesus Christ.
Or, to express this in another way, Jesus Christ is indeed the “Good News” and
we cannot keep this Good News to ourselves. | believe that more churches, both
large and small, will decline and eventually die because of their failure to
understand this reality than from any other reason that might be cited.

Bill Kemp says it this way, “People worry about fixing the church roof,
but not about helping their neighbor to know Jesus.” Amen. Oh, by the way,
does this statement describe the attitude of your congregation? To be brutally
honest, does it also reflect your personal attitude in life?

Once in awhile I am very pleasantly surprised to visit a country church
that is filled with people. Where do they all come from? The church growth
gurus’ demographic statistics would not indicate that such a thing is possible. In
fact the “experts” would have strongly advised against even having a church in
that area. They would let the people drive ten miles into town. Yet, the people
are there, despite the demographic odds. Why? It is because their church is alive,
is making a difference to people’s lives, and ... there are a significant number of
folks in the congregation who do not believe it is an imposition to be concerned
about others’ spiritual well-being, concerned enough to dare to bring them to the
fellowship of the Body of Christ.

There will remain those who believe such a practice is too radical. Those
who believe that evangelism is all about slick websites, mass mailings, and posh
facilities can continue in their fantasies that such strategies will actually usher in
the Kingdom. The suburbs are filled with churches that are surrounded by
thousands of “roofs,” but because they keep fooling themselves in such a way are
reaching only a tiny fraction of their neighbors.

The Gospel has always been about people reaching out to people. Itis
still about people reaching out to people. The sooner we remember this fact, the
sooner our churches will stop dying and start to live.

Yours in Christ,
Joe Fort
District Superintendent
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District Clergy Retreat May 5-6

Our annual West District clergy retreat will take place at Camp Allen on May 5-6. Dr.
Jerry DeSobe, of the Krist Samaritan Counseling Center, will be our retreat speaker. Dr.
DeSobe will focus on how to deal with conflict issues in the congregation and also
clergy well-being. These will be valuable sessions for any pastor. Our song leader this
year will be the Rev. David Henry, Music Director at First UMC, Bryan. The cost per
person will again be $90 this year, including room (double occupancy) and three meals.
The rate for a single room with meals will be $125. A brochure with more information
will be forthcoming. Please mark your calendars now, however, to set aside time for
this meaningful experience and time of fellowship.
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