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Being the Best in the West

| trust you are keeping up with all the meetings scheduled over the next few months. The
most obvious one will be the General Conference to be held in Fort Worth, Texas

April 23" through May 2", This is the official decision making body of the United
Methodist Church. No one speaks for the United Methodist Church except the General
Conference. The first week will involve legislative committees going through thousands of
petitions submitted by churches, individuals and groups to make changes to the 2008 Book
of Discipline. The second week the entire assembly will hear recommendations and vote on
changes to the Book of Discipline. Please remember to stay informed as to what gets passed.
There will be lots of discussion, opinions and lobbying for changes, however until it is voted
by the General Conference, it is not binding.

Second, | hope you will also stay informed about what’s going on locally. The West District
Pre-Conference Meeting will be held Wednesday, May 7™ at 7:00 p.m. at A&M United
Methodist Church. All pastors, lay delegates and elected leaders are invited to get a
pre-conference report for annual conference. We will also be electing new district leadership
for the next quadrennium.

Finally, our Annual Conference will be held Sunday, May 25" through Wednesday,
May 28™ at The Woodlands United Methodist Church. The theme will be “Risk Taking
Missions.” You do not want to miss a special blessing by the Choir from Cote D’Ivoire West
Africa and the excellent preaching by many, including our very own Rev. Matt Idom, (First
UMC Bryan) scheduled for Sunday evening.

Remember, being the best means staying informed and connected through the work of the
entire church.

Peace!
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Annual Conference News

o Spouses Luncheon - Monday, May 26th @ 11:30 am in As-
bury Hall @ The Woodlands UMC, tickets are $14.00 and
may be purchased from the District Office.

o United Methodist Women’s Luncheon - Monday, May
26th @ 12:00 noon in the Loft @ The Woodlands UMC,
contact Jerry Barber at 409-948-0420 for tickets.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2008 | . Ministry Assistants Luncheon - Tuesday, May 27th @

12:00 noon in the Summit Room and the Loft @ The

Check the Conference Woodlands UMC. Tickets are $15.00, make checks pay-
Website for news & able to Central North District & mail to 3648 FM 1960 W
updates pertaining to Suite 109, Houston, TX 77068 attn: Doris. Deadline for
Annual Conference reservations is May 9th.
o Secretary’s Luncheon - Tuesday, May 27th @ 12:00 noon
WWW.EXCUMC. 0TS in the Loft at The Woodlands UMC. Tickets are $15.00.

Guest Speaker is Rev. Fredda Minick.

The Annual Conference Small Church Banquet is Back!

It will be at 5:30 P.M. on Tuesday, May 27th in the Aldersgate Room at The Woodlands UMC.
Cost Is $10 per person. Enjoy a great meal, the Clear Creek Bluegrass Band for dinner entertain-
ment, and special guest speaker Rev. Ed Kail, President of the United Methodist Rural Fellow-
ship, who will speak about small church revitalization and other issues. Don't miss this great
event. There are only 100 seats available, so make your reservations now. Send payment to
Ms. Sue Sullivan, 6312 Chaparral St., Texarkana, TX 75503.

Delegates Not-Pre-Registered: If you ARE NOT the delegate listed for your church, you will
have to present a letter from your pastor confirming that you are the replacement delegate,
before you receive a nametag with voting rights.

Childcare Forms for Annual Conference must be completed before May 1st or you will be as-
sessed a $50.00 late fee. All childcare forms are located on the conference website through
the annual conference link.

Have you seen the new West District Website?
Page 2 www.west-district.org






