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Dear West District Family, 
 

 First, let me say how grateful my family is for the gracious reception we have been 
offered since we have come to you.  Your hospitality and kindness has overflowed into our 
hearts.  I have been especially touched by the many acts of sympathy that I have received 
during the last few weeks, at the time of my father’s death.  Many have sent wonderful notes 
and cards.  Several of our pastors took time out of their busy schedules to attend my father’s 
service in Jacksonville.  To all of you, I say a big “thanks.”  I have truly felt your love and 
prayers. 

 Thank you also for the ongoing response to the immense needs generated by the  
damage from Hurricane Ike.  Several of our churches served as shelters.  Others provided 
meals and other assistance.  Some have funded or put together flood buckets.  Still others 
have already sent clean-up teams.  Offerings have been gathered and others are planned for 
the near future.  This will be an enormous need that will go on for many months to come.  
You have done great so far … keep up the good work! 

 I know that the recent economic downturn has been difficult for your churches.   
Some congregations that have not had difficulty making ends meet in the past are now  
having problems.  Remain steadfast, do what God has given you the power to do, and  
continue to pray.  If you and your people commit to do these things, the Lord will somehow 
take care of you.  We may not be able to predict how this will happen, but the blessings may 
come in surprising ways and from unexpected places.  I really believe this. 

 With all of these things going on, this is a very good time for us to celebrate the birth 
of our Savior as a district family!  Margaret and I are looking forward to our first Christmas 
party with you on December 5th, in Normangee.  Let’s just have a good evening of fellowship 
together, and cherish God’s great gift to the world:  the sending of his own Son, Jesus Christ. 
 

Yours in Him,  
 

 Joe W. Fort, Jr. 




